Technical chair's Overview
For this year's 36th edition of ICASSP, we received 2946 submissions, which is probably an all-time high: it represents an increase of 5% over last year and 12% over two years ago. The overall acceptance rate was 49%. Distributed over the various technical areas, as covered by the Signal Processing Society Technical Committees (TCs), the submission statistics are as follows: The reviews were coordinated by the Technical Program Committee, whose members are listed on the next page and generally consist of the TC Chairs and Vice-Chairs. In total, 1504 reviewers provided 9612 reviews. The majority of papers received 3 or 4 reviews, and 3% of papers had only 2 reviews. Several TCs also had a "meta-review", where a TC member summarized and consolidated the available reviews.
Technical
The accepted papers were organized into 168 technical sessions: 60 oral sessions and 108 poster sessions. We emphasize here that the paper review process is conducted before paper assignments, and therefore the decision whether a paper goes into an oral or a poster session is entirely based on session planning, such that the technical content of sessions is as focused as possible. At ICASSP, the quality of accepted papers is not used to determine whether work is presented in oral or poster form; the sessions are equally prestigious.
Seen by IEEE region, the distribution of submitted papers is as follows: Trends in Signal Processing is a new type of event for ICASSP, wherein each of the Technical Committees presents expert summaries of current trends. They will be held during lunch time on Wednesday till Friday, and last 30 minutes. In a session, two selected Technical Committee members will present their expert opinion on the most signifi cant advances and upcoming trends within the TC area over the past year. The TC chair will introduce the speakers and moderate the discussion--or initiate and stimulate it, as in a panel discussion. The expert summaries will also be published in IEEE Signal Processing Magazine, later in the year. Coordination was done by Jose C. Principe.
ICASSP is pleased to present best student paper awards to 6 students who are fi rst author of a particularly meritorious contribution. The initial selection has been made by the TC Chairs, and the fi nal selection by a small but widely oriented review committee chaired by Nikos D. Sidiropoulos. Three more ICASSP studentauthored papers have won the IEEE Ganesh N. Ramaswamy Memorial Student Grant and IEEE Spoken Language Processing Student Travel Grants; the selection was coordinated by the Speech and Language
